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INTRODUCING WALK FOR FREEDOM

‘The movement’ is a volunteer mobilization team working towards empowering people to
become involved in various social causes in the society. Currently they are working with Vision
Rescue, a registered NGO that works among poor slums for freeing children from all sorts of
exploitation by engaging and sustaining them in formal education, changing mindset and
empowering them for intergenerational transformation. On October 15 2022 an international non
profit against slavery organised walk for freedom a global event that raises awareness against
slavery through a public work in over 40 countries. This year was the fourth edition of the walk
and is being hosted in over 10 cities. In Kochi, they raised awareness through mobilizing
volunteers from colleges, NGOs, and corporates to participate in this peaceful walk for freedom.
This is a non religious and non political event in its second edition in Kochi. Previously the work
was held in Rajendra Maidan Kochi and attended by 800+ participants on October 19,2019 from
different walks of life. In Kochi the walk for freedom commenced on October 15 between 6:30
a.m. and 8:30 a.m. gathered at Kakkanad Municipal Ground and walked via Manakulangara Rd
and Government Press Rd and take a round trip back with a total walking distance of under 3
kms. Participants worked in single file wearing all black signifying solidarity with slaves who

have no voice for themselves

It's a day of global awareness and local action in the fight against human trafficking. Thousands
of people hit the streets in hundreds of cities worldwide to walk in a single file line-holding
posters and handing out flyers—to reach their city with information about human trafficking and
how to end it.Thus every step reduces vulnerability locally, empowering neighbors, friends, and

community to identify and report trafficking suspicions.
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HUMAN TRAFFICKING

Human trafficking is hidden, fast-growing, & complex— generating billions cases each year
through the exploitation of millions of people worldwide. It is the illegal trade of human beings
and the recruitment, control, and use of people for their bodies and for their labor. Through force,
fraud, and coercion, people everywhere are being bought and sold against their will. slavery is
more stoppable than ever before. And that’s why we’re here, rallying around the world and doing
the work together.Human trafficking varies from country to country, but it usually preys on
vulnerable situations.People in vulnerable and precarious situations are looking for a way out and
in their desperation can fall prey to human traffickers. We see these in multiple different

circumstances.

Many victims want to get out of their situation so they risk everything to leave the place that sees
them mired in poverty. This gives the human traffickers bait to lure victims to move to a different
country. Traffickers lie, promising jobs and stability in order to recruit their victims. Upon their
arrival to another state or region, captors take control. More often than not, they are held in
places where victims did not want to make their home. The practice of entrusting poor children
to more affluent friends or relatives may create vulnerability. Some parents sell their children,
not just for money, but in hope that their children may escape poverty and have a better life with
more opportunities..Political instability, militarism, generalized violence or civil unrest can result
in an increase in trafficking as well. The destabilization and scattering of populations increase

their vulnerability to unfair treatment and abuse via trafficking and forced labor.

Many societies and cultures devalue, abuse and exploit women and girls, creating perilous living
conditions for these women. With little opportunities of upward mobility and with little value on
women , they are more vulnerable to human trafficking. Armed conflicts can lead to massive
forced displacements of people. War creates large numbers of orphans and street children who
are especially vulnerable to trafficking. Their families have either passed away or are fighting a

war, complicating child-rearing.
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WALK FOR FREEDOM INDIA ERNAKULAM

Students of Ernakulam held a Freedom Walk as part of the Walk for Freedom program organized
globally to raise awareness against human trafficking and modern slavery. Kerala State Legal
Services Authority Member Secretary and District Judge KT Nisar Ahmed, who inaugurated the
Walk for Freedom, said that 90 percent of POCSO cases go undiagnosed as they stem from
modern slavery. Small steps like the Freedom Walk are helping to create rich awareness of such
issues. He clarified that when the number and scope of such marches increases and youth stand
shoulder to shoulder, Thrikkakara ACP Baby PV was the chief guest at the function. About 250
people participated in the Freedom Walk, which started from the Kakanad Municipal Ground,

and shared information and statistics about human trafficking through nearby public roads.

There were placards with figures. They took part in the program and pledged to do everything
possible to end human trafficking. City colleges, corporate bodies, civil society community
members etc. participated. Rajagiri Engineering College, Rajagiri Commerce College, Rajagiri
Social Science College, Bharatmata College of Commerce, Bharamata school of social
wocharratamata Institute of management , KMA Commerce College, CUSAT School of
Engineering, ISAT, KuttuKaran Polytechnic College, Students and staff from institutions such as
Government Polytechnic College, St. Paul's College, Alberts HSS, Alberts College, Cognizant,
Soti, Sutherland Global and Ethiopia participated in the walk for freedom. The Walk for
Freedom program was held simultaneously in 19 other cities in India and 500 centers in 50

countries under the leadership of a coalition of NGOs
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PLEDGE OF WALK FOR FREEDOM

Slavery still exists in the 21st century.

People like you and I, bought and sold as commodities. People like you and I, in this city and in
this nation. But you and I are here today.

We refuse to just talk about injustice; to simply post about it. Instead, we're here together in
strength and numbers. We have the power to change the statistics. And we're changing them right
now.

This is our walk for freedom.

A walk for justice and human dignity.

A walk for hope and restoration. From Australia to Argentina, India to Israel. Malaysia to
Mexico, The United States to the United Kingdom.

We will abolish slavery with each step.

Let's never forget that we don't just say it-we believe it. A world without slavery is possible.
While human trafficking is destroying lives, we know that freedom will have the final word.

One step at a time, we will see more people reach.

One step at a time, we will see more victims rescued.

One step at a time, we will see more survivors restored. Slavery still exists. But we will abolish it
everywhere, forever
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PARTICIPANT LIST

16 students from Bharata Mata School of social work participated in the movement The
following are the list of participants who taken part

SL NAME DESIGNATION | SIGNATURE
NO
1 RISHI DAS KH STUDENT ’
COORDINATOR ‘ SO~
o) SANTHOSH SOCIAL S iﬁ?§5?
RARKI WORK 2=
TRAINEE
3 JAYAKRISHNAN
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4 GRACE THOMAS

5 NIDHY LEGI
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6 ARATHY S
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g RENIM SALAM
9 ALEENA MARY
10 SAIRA SIDHEEK
11 KRISHNENDU S
12 SWATHY
LAKSHMAN 5
13 RINOY JOHNY
14 HARISHMA K R
15 STANIA
FRANCIS
CARBALIO
16. JESNY JAMES
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PHOTOS OF THE PROGRAM

Given below are some of the glimpses of Walk For Freedom held at Muncipal ground ,Kakkanad

WALK FOR FREEDOM INDIA
15th October, 2022

ERNAKULAN

TIME: 6:30AM - 8:30AM
VENUE: KAKKANAD MUNICIPAL
GROUND, ERNAKULAM
DRESS CODE: ALLBLACK

#WFFINDIA2022

Thrikkakara ACP Baby PV flagged off poster of Walk For Freedom ,
the program, KT nisar Ahmed ;Hon District India ,kochi chapter

judge and organizing team members can be

Seen on the sideline.

Thrikkakara ACP Baby PV handing over District Judge KT Nisar Ahmed
the flag to program coordinator reciting the pledge To youth.
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Signature wall placed in the municipal Youngsters from various colleges of the city
ground saw a large number of youth Taking pledge from District Judge KT Nisar
showing their solidarity towards the

program
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SOCIAL WORK TRAINEES IN THE PROGRAM

Social workers are obliged to fight against social inequalities . With this message an eighteen
member Social work trainees of Bharata Mata School Of Social Work ,Thrikkakara participated
in the program to showtheir support towards rising human trafficking across the globe. Some of

the glimpses are given below .

-ﬂﬂ;h'—!l“-'ﬁ!ﬁ' i1l
VTR e

3 e e

Social Work Trainees From Left Side Of Last Row :Grace Thomas,Nidhy Legi George,Renim

Salam,Santhosh Karki,Swathy Lakshman,Jesny James,Arathy S,Jayakrishnan V S .Rishi
Das,Rinoy Johny ,Stania Francis Carbalio,Fathimathu Suhana,Harishma Kr,Aleena Mary
,Krishnendu S and Saira Sidheek during photo session.
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MEDIA COVERAGE
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