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CHAPTER 1
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY OF THE STUDY

1.1 Project and Public Purpose

The development of infrastructure is crucial for the overall development and economic progress of a
nation. Efficient transportation, including passenger and freight services, significantly contributes to the
nation's economic growth.
The proposed project is the reconstruction of the iron bridge situated across the Thattappillikkattupuzha
in Poonithura and Nadama villages of Kanayannur Taluk, Ernakulam District. The iron bridge at
Thripunithura was constructed in 1890 by Westwood and Baillie & Co., a Victorian Engineering and
Construction Company based at London Yard, Cubitt Town, London. The 128-year-old iron bridge in
Thripunithura is a window to the temple town’s past. The Thripunithura bridge was built during the
reign of Kerala Varma. The river and the bridge were one of the entry points to the royal town of
Thripunithura. This historic iron bridge stands as an example of the progress and development of
engineering, architecture, and technology. This bridge, which is still in use, is considered a heritage
symbol of Thripunithura town. The total length of the bridge is 60 meters and the total width is 7
meters. The iron bridge is situated in Panamkutty Deviation Road across Thattappillikkattupuzha
(Poorna River), connecting Thripunithura and Thrikkakara LA Constituencies in Ernakulam district.
The bridge has 1.5m wide footpaths on either side with aluminium sheets on wooden supports. As the
iron bridge was in a dangerous condition, it was closed, and as a result, the residents of Poonithura
submitted a petition to the High Court.Following that, in 2022, the High Court directed the state
government to take a decision to build a new bridge.
https://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Kochi/consider-granting-sanction-to-replace-iron-bridge-in-
thripunithura/article65484746.ece. It was in this context that the PWD brought forward this project.
Approximately 60 cents of land will have to be acquired for this project.

Section 2(1)b(i) of the Right to Fair Compensation and Transparency in Land Acquisition,
Rehabilitation and Resettlement Act, 2013 defines "public purpose" as activities under Notification No.
13/6/2009/INF dated 27.03.2012 issued by the Department of Economic Affairs the Government of
India. The reconstruction of the iron bridge across the Thattapillikkattupuzha falls under the public
purpose of basic infrastructure projects.

1.2 Location
The land to be acquired for the proposed project is in Poonithura and Nadama villages of Kanayannur
Taluk in Ernakulam district.

1.3 Size and Attributes of Land Acquisition
The project area falls within Nadama Village Block-268 and Poonithura Village in Kanayannur Taluk,
Ernakulam District. Approximately 60 cents of land will be acquired for this project. The land to be
acquired includes Dry land, Wet land and Government owned land.

1.4 Alternatives considered

The response received from the PWD states that the new bridge is proposed at the said location with
limited land acquisition.

https://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Kochi/consider-granting-sanction-to-replace-iron-bridge-in-thripunithura/article65484746.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Kochi/consider-granting-sanction-to-replace-iron-bridge-in-thripunithura/article65484746.ece
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1.5 Social Impacts
The land to be acquired for the proposed project is located in Block-268 of Nadama Village and in
Poonithura Village of Kanayannur Taluk in Ernakulam District. The main impacts of land acquisition
are as follows;

 The land of individuals falling under 19 survey numbers in Poonithura and Nadama villages of
Kanayannur Taluk is proposed to be acquired. This includes land owned by the Palace authorities as
well.

 Four houses will be partially affected and consequently become uninhabitable.
 The gates of 10 houses, 2 wells, 11 compound walls, 5 water tanks, 1 shed, 1 toilet, 2 septic tanks,

and the sunshade of one house will be affected.
 Four commercial establishments owned by a single individual in Poonithura, of which three are

presently under tenancy, along with a shop located in Nadama Village, are proposed to be affected.
 Sixteen trees in the project area will be cut and removed.
 The iron bridge across the Thattappillikkattupuzha is over 100 years old. With the implementation

of this project, the bridge will be completely removed.

1.6 Mitigation measures

Based on the project site visits, information collected from affected families, and discussions with
stakeholders, the Social Impact Assessment Study Team suggests the following mitigation measures:

 Rehabilitation, Resettlement and Compensation procedures should be undertaken in accordance
with the Right to Fair Compensation and Transparency in Land Acquisition Rehabilitation and
Resettlement, Act 2013, the Kerala Rules made there under and the Notifications issued by the
Government from time to time.

 Complete the land acquisition process without delay and provide compensation to the affected
people as soon as possible.

 Provide compensation for the affected families and the trees that are to be cut and removed.

 Provide alternative arrangements to ensure direct access from the road to the properties of families
whose access routes are obstructed due to the project.

 The iron bridge has historical significance and serves the public. The public wants the iron bridge
to remain. When the bridge is rebuilt for the project, it should be considered as a cultural impact on
the community. Therefore, consideration should be given to building a new bridge while preserving
this bridge.
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CHAPTER 2
DETAILED PROJECT DESCRIPTION

2.1 Background of the Project, including developer’s background and
governance/management structure

The land to be acquired for the proposed project is located in Block-268 of Nadama Village and in
Poonithura Village of Kanayannur Taluk in Ernakulam District. The proposed project involves the
reconstruction of the iron bridge across the Thattappillikkattupuzha, located in Poonithura and Nadama
villages of Kanayannur Taluk in Ernakulam District. Approximately 60 cents of land will be acquired
for this project.

2.1.1(a) Project implementing agency
Executive Engineer, Public Works Department (Bridge Section), Kakkanad, Ernakulam is the
requisition authority of the project.

2.1.1(b) Land Acquisition Authority
Tahsildar, L.A N.H. No-3, Vyttila, Ernakulam is the Land Acquisition Authority for the proposed
project. The responsibility of land acquisition process is vested on him.

2.2. Rationale for project including how the project fits the public purpose criteria
listed in the Act

Section 2(1)b(i) of the Right to Fair Compensation and Transparency in Land Acquisition,
Rehabilitation and Resettlement Act, 2013 defines "public purpose" as activities under Notification No.
13/6/2009/INF dated 27.03.2012 issued by the Department of Economic Affairs the Government of
India. The land to be acquired for the proposed project is located in Block-268 of Nadama Village and
in Poonithura Village of Kanayannur Taluk in Ernakulam District. This falls within the purview of
public purpose under basic infrastructure projects.

2.3. Information on project location, size, target, and cost

Approximately 60 cents of land located in Poonithura and Nadama villages of Kanayannur Taluk in
Ernakulam District is proposed to be acquired for this project. It was observed during the site visit that
only the land required for the project has been marked for acquisition within the project area. The
estimated cost for the implementation of this project is ₹31 crore.

2.4. Alternatives Considered

The response received from the PWD regarding alternative considerations states that the new bridge is
proposed at the said location with limited land acquisition.

2.5. Project layout, size and facilities

The estimate for the reconstruction of the bridge is prepared as per the Final General Design Drawing
issued by PWD Design Wing. The proposed bridge is having a total length of 125.88m. The span
arrangement for the bridge is with 8 spans of 12.5 m and a central span of 23.94m. The carriage way
width of the bridge is 7.5m. Footpaths of width 1.5m are provided on either side for 3 spans at the centre
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and on one side for the 3 spans. 5m vertical clearance is provided at the centre of the bridge as insisted
by the irrigation department. The estimate is prepared in two appendices.

APPENDIX A - BRIDGE PROPER. The foundation of the bridge is with RCC bored cast in situ piles.
An average depth of 48m la provided for the piles. The superstructure of the bridge consists of RCC T
beam and slab for 8 spans. The central span is provided with Prestressed voided slab.

APPENDIX B APPROACH ROAD. The length of approach road to be constructed is 130m on either
side. Service roads of width 3m are provide on both sides at Gandhisquare side. For road surfacing BM
and BC items are proposed. RCC retaining walls are to be constructed on either side of the approaches.
An extent of about 60cents land is required for the project. Hence the LS provision for land acquisition
is also included in the estimate. Necessary provisions for utility shifting are also made in the estimate.

2.6 Requirement of ancillary facilities

There is a need for a footpath alongside the bridge. The connecting road where the bridge and the
approach road meet lacks adequate width, which could lead to traffic congestion. Therefore, the width of
the connecting road should be increased.

2.7 Details of previous social / environmental impact assessment / technical
feasibility studies

The estimate report and investigation report (pages 9, 10, 11, and 16) related to this project are available.
No other social/environmental impact assessment studies have been conducted.

2.8 Applicable Laws and Policies

The applicable laws on land acquisition, rehabilitation, and resettlement are provided below.

 The Right to Fair Compensation and Transparency in Land Acquisition, Rehabilitation and
Resettlement Act, 2013.

 The Kerala Right to Fair Compensation and Transparency in Land Acquisition, Rehabilitation and
Resettlement Rules, 2015.

 Policy for Rehabilitation and Resettlement Package for Land Acquisition in the State of Kerala
Issued under G.O (Ms) No.448/2017/RD dated 29/12/2017 of the Department of Revenue (B) of the
Government of Kerala.
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CHAPTER 3
TEAM COMPOSITION, APPROACH, METHODOLOGY AND

SCHEDULE OF THE SOCIAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT
Section 4(1) of the Right to Fair Compensation and Transparency in Land Acquisition, Rehabilitation
and Resettlement Act (30 of the Central Act, 2013) stipulates that whenever the Government intends to
acquire land for public use, it should conduct a Social Impact Assessment (SIA) in consultation with the
concerned local bodies. Accordingly, Bharata Mata School of Social Work, Bharata Mata College,
Thrikkakara has been entrusted as the SIA Unit for preparing the Social Impact Assessment Study
Report and the Social Impact Management Plan in connection with the land acquisition for the
reconstruction of the iron bridge across Thattappillikkattupuzha, located in Poonithura and Nadama
villages of Kanayannur Taluk. (Reference: Kerala Gazette, Extraordinary Notification No. 2365
published on 09.06.2023, C7-1081/2023).

3. 1 Information about the study team
The study team included people with experience and sufficient qualifications in this area and similar
areas for the proposed social impact assessment study. They were given certain responsibilities and
duties. The details of the study team are shown in the table below.

Table 3.1 Social Impact Assessment Study Team

SI.NO NAME EDUCATIONAL
QUALIFICATION,

STATUS
1. Dr. Sheena Rajan Philip MSW, Ph.D,

Chairperson, SIA Unit
2. Dr. Elsa Mary Jacob MSW, Ph.D,

Research Associate
3. Dr. L Arya Chandran MSW, Ph.D,

Research Associate
4. Mrs. Delty Joseph MSW,

Field Staff
5. Ms. Ajitha P P MSW,

Field Staff
6. Mr. Arun Paul MSW,

Field Staff
7. Mr. Dibin Davis MSW,

Field Staff

3.2 Description and rationale for the methodology and tools used to collect
information for the social impact assessment study.

The study team visited the project-affected area and prepared details of the project-affected families
based on the layout of the boundary markers installed for land acquisition. As part of data collection, a
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socio-economic survey was conducted among the project-affected population. Discussions were held
with local representatives in the project area regarding the proposed project. Information about the
proposed project was collected from the Public Works Department, (Bridge Section), Kakkanad,
Ernakulam. The draft report of the Social Impact Assessment Study and the Social Impact Management
Plan were prepared based on the information collected through this method and analyzed scientifically.
A public hearing was held on October 11, 2024, at 11:30 am at the Classic Fort Hotel Conference Hall
near the Poonithura Gandhi Square to hear public opinion regarding the reconstruction of the iron bridge.
The affected people shared their opinions, concerns, and doubts. The final report of the Social Impact
Assessment Study and the Social Impact Management Plan were prepared based on the information
collected through this method and analyzed scientifically.

3.3 Model testing method used for the study

Since the project affects each family differently, the census method of data collection was adopted for
the study. Accordingly, all the project-affected families identified in the project area were included in
the data collection process. The project-affected families are included in accordance with the Right to
Fair Compensation and Transparency in Land Acquisition, Rehabilitation and Resettlement Act, 2013.

3.4 Analysis of sources and information

The study team conducted data collection based on both primary and secondary sources. The
information collected from the landowners who are directly affected by the project constitutes the
primary sources. The land records received from the Revenue Department, the estimate report and
investigation report (pages 9, 10, 11, and 16) received from the Public Works Department (Bridge
Section), Kakkanad, Ernakulam regarding the project are the secondary sources.

3.5 Meeting with stakeholders and briefing on public hearing
Table 3.2 Schedule of Activities by the Social Impact Assessment Team

Date Activities

22/07/2024 Gazette Notification 4(1)

10/09/2024 Preliminary visit to the project area

18/09/2024 Socio-economic data collection, Meetings with local self
government representatives

24/09/2024 Newspaper advertisement on Public Hearing

11/10/2024 Public Hearing

Section 5 of the Right to Fair Compensation and Transparency in Land Acquisition, Rehabilitation, and
Resettlement Act, 2013, mandates the holding of a public hearing in the project-affected area. In
compliance with this provision, a public hearing was conducted on October 11, 2024, at 11:30 AM at
the Classic Fort Hotel Conference Hall, near the Poonithura Gandhi Square, for the project-affected
families of Poonithura and Nadama villages. The hearing was held in accordance with the detailed
procedures specified in Section 14 of the Kerala Right to Fair Compensation and Transparency in Land
Acquisition, Rehabilitation, and Resettlement Rules, 2015. The newspaper advertisement on public
hearing was published in two Malayalam daily newspapers such as Veekshanam and Deepika. In
addition, landowners were notified via phone and through local self government representatives.
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CHAPTER 4
LAND ASSESSMENT

4.1. Description of project area with the help of map and primary sources of
location
The land proposed to be acquired for the project is located in Block-268 of Nadama Village and in
Poonithura Village of Kanayannur Taluk in Ernakulam District.

Figure 4.1 Proposed Project Area
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4.2 Entire area of impact under the influence of the project

The Social Impact Assessment study reveals that land acquired for the project is likely to cause adverse
impacts on the affected landowners and families residing in the project area. These impacts include the
loss of land, the loss of habitable houses, and the loss of income derived from fruitbearing trees. Based
on the layout of the boundary markers for land acquisition and the information obtained from the area,
the land proposed to be acquired for the project falls under the survey numbers located in Block-268 of
Nadama Village and in Poonithura Village of Kanayannur Taluk in Ernakulam District. In Nadama
Village, within Block-268, the proposed land acquisition includes two re-survey numbers—one
classified under Government owned land (road) category and the other under Dry land category. In
Poonithura Village, out of ten survey numbers, five pertain to the Wetland category, four to the Dry land
category, and one to the Government owned land category. The potential consequences of land
acquisition under the current alignment are listed below.
 The land of individuals falling under 19 survey numbers in Poonithura and Nadama villages of

Kanayannur Taluk is proposed to be acquired. This includes land owned by the Palace authorities as
well.

 Four houses will be partially affected and consequently become uninhabitable.
 The gates of 10 houses, 2 wells, 11 compound walls, 5 water tanks, 1 shed, 1 toilet, 2 septic tanks,

and the sunshade of one house will be affected.
 Four commercial establishments owned by a single individual in Poonithura, of which three are

presently under tenancy, along with a shop located in Nadama Village, are proposed to be affected.
 The trees in the project area will be cut and removed.

Details of the trees
Mango Tree - 1
Teak - 1
Banana Tree - 3
Coconut Tree - 5
Cedar - 1
Arecanut - 3
Jack Tree - 2

 The connecting road where the bridge and the approach road converge lacks adequate width, which
is likely to result in traffic congestion.

 When the bridge is constructed, devotees will have to take a longer route around to reach the temple.
This will be a difficulty, especially for the elderly.

 The iron bridge across Thattappillikkattupuzha, which holds a historical significance of over 100
years, is proposed to be completely dismantled as part of the implementation of the project.

4.3 Total land required for the project

The land to be acquired for the proposed project is located in Block-268 of Nadama Village and in
Poonithura Village of Kanayannur Taluk in Ernakulam District. Approximately 60 cents of land is to be
acquired for the project.

4.4. Land (if any) already purchased, alienated, leased or acquired, and the intended
use for each plot of land required for the project

No land in the proposed area has been previously purchased, acquired, or leased for the project.
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4.5. Size and area of land to be acquired

The proposed project is the reconstruction of the iron bridge situated across the Thattappillikkattupuzha
in Poonithura and Nadama villages of Kanayannur Taluk, Ernakulam District. Approximately 60 cents
of land is proposed to be acquired for this project. The land falls under the categories of "Dry land,"
"Wetland," and " Government owned land."

4.6. Nature, present use and classification of land and if agricultural land, irrigation
coverage and cropping patterns
The land proposed to be acquired for the project falls under the survey numbers located in Block-268 of
Nadama Village and in Poonithura Village of Kanayannur Taluk in Ernakulam District. In Nadama
Village, within Block-268, the proposed land acquisition includes two re-survey numbers—one
classified under Government owned land (road) category and the other under Dry land category. In
Poonithura Village, out of ten survey numbers, five pertain to the Wetland category, four to the Dry
land category, and one to the Government owned land category.

4.7 Size of Holding, Ownership Patterns and Number of Residential Houses
According to the information received from the landowners in the project area, it is understood that most
of the land proposed for acquisition is privately owned. In Nadama Village, within Block-268, the land
acquisition includes two re-survey numbers—one falling under the Government owned land (road)
category and the other under the Dry land category. In Poonithura Village, out of ten survey numbers,
five fall under the Wetland category, four under the Dry land category, and one under the Government
owned land category.

4.8 Land prices and recent changes in ownership, transfer and use of lands over the
last three years

According to the information received from the informants, no transfer of land ownership has taken
place in the project area during the past three years.
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CHAPTER 5
ESTIMATION AND ENUMERATION

(WHERE REQUIRED) OF AFFECTED FAMILIES AND
ASSETS

The land proposed to be acquired for the project is located in Block-268 of Nadama Village and in
Poonithura Village of Kanayannur Taluk in Ernakulam District. In Nadama Village, within Block-268,
the land acquisition includes two re-survey numbers—one falling under the Government owned land
(road) category and the other under the Dry land category. In Poonithura Village, out of ten survey
numbers, five fall under the Wetland category, four under the Dry land category, and one under the
Government owned land category.
Out of the 12 survey numbers notified by the Ernakulam District Collector, two survey numbers from
Nadama Village fall under the re-survey numbers. This chapter describes the information about the
families who will be directly and indirectly affected by the acquisition of land under various survey
numbers.

5.1 Families affected by the project
5.1.1 Families directly affected by the project (Owners of the land to be acquired)
For the reconstruction of the iron bridge across Thattappillykattupuzha, 60 cents of land is to be
acquired from Poonithura and Nadama villages, and 4 families are identified as directly affected by the
acquisition. Four houses will be partially lost and will no longer be habitable thereafter. The details of
the project-affected parties are provided in Table 5.1.

Table 5.1 List of Directly Affected Parties of the Project
BLOCK
NO.

SURVEY NO. VILLAGE TOTAL
AREA

1346/1, 1346/3, 1346/4, 1347/3, 1347/4, 1347/5, 1348,
1402/1, 1402/2, 1402/4

Poonithura
60 cent

268 30, 31 Nadama

5.1.2 Social background of the families directly affected by the project:
The affected families belong to the General and OBC categories.

5.2 Scheduled Tribe and other traditional forest dwellers who will be losing forest
rights
No families belonging to the said category have been identified in the project area.

5.3. Families who lose their livelihood due to the impact of public resources
Nil

5.4 Families whose land is acquired under any scheme of the Central and State
Governments

Nil
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5.5 Families residing in urban areas for three years or more in the area to be
acquired
The land to be acquired falls within an urban area. A total of 18 families are included in the project area.

5.6. Families who relied on land acquired for three years or more as their primary
livelihood

The land to be acquired includes one individual who operates a commercial establishment as their
primary source of livelihood, as well as two traders who run businesses in rented commercial spaces.

5.6.1. Families which are indirectly impacted by the project (not affected directly by
the acquisition of own land)
Three individuals operating commercial establishments are indirectly affected by the project.

5.6.2. Inventory of productive assets and significant lands

When land is acquired for the project, four houses will be partially lost and will no longer be suitable for
habitation. Additionally, the structures and trees within the project area will also be affected. The details
of these are provided below;

Table 5.2 List of Structures/Trees

Structures No.
Gate 10

Well 2

Compound Wall 11

Water Tank 5

Shed 1

Sunshade 1

Toilet 1

Septic Tank 2

Commercial
Establishments

4 (3 of them have
been rented out)

Shop 1
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Trees /Plants No.
Mango Tree 1

Teak 1

Banana Tree 3

Coconut Tree 5

Cedar 1

Arecanut 3

Jack Tree 2
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CHAPTER 6
SOCIO-ECONOMIC AND CULTURAL PROFILE
(AFFECTED AREA AND RESETTLEMENT SITE)

6.1 Demographic Details of the Population in the Project Area
The SIA team has identified 18 families as affected by the project. The project-affected population
includes 28 males and 26 females. A demographic analysis of the project-affected families is provided
below.

Table 6.1 Age wise distribution of the population in the project-affected area

Figure 6.1 Age of the project affected population

As shown in the chart, 2% of the project-affected population falls within the age group of 0–12 years,
5% within 13–18 years, 28% within 19–35 years, 14% within 36–45 years, 12% within 46–60 years,
and 39% are above the age of 60.

AGE NUMBER
0-12 1
13-18 2
19-35 12
36-45 6
46-60 5
Above 60 years of age 17
Total 43
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Table 6.2 Education level of the project affected Individuals

Figure 6.2 Education level of the project affected Individuals

6.2 Income and Poverty level

It describes the color of the ration card available to the project-affected families based on the
categorization according to the public distribution system. Three families have pink ration cards, seven
families have white ration cards, and two families have blue ration cards.

Education level No.
Student 6
Plus Two 8
UG 12
PG 7
Total 33
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Figure 6.3 Type of Ration Card

This figure shows that 25% of the families have pink ration cards, 58% have white ration cards, and
17% have blue ration cards.

6.3 Vulnerable population
Children below the age of 18 and the elderly above the age of 60 are included in the vulnerable
population. Three children below the age of 18 and seventeen individuals above the age of 60 fall under
the vulnerable population category.

6.4 Land use and livelihood
There are 18 families in the project-affected area residing in houses with adjoining residential land.
They also earn income from fruit-bearing trees.

6.5 Local Economic Activities

The acquisition of land for the project will affect the livelihood of four individuals who run commercial
establishments.

6.6 Family relationships and socio-cultural organizations in the area

The project-affected families are nuclear families. Culturally significant locations, such as the site
associated with Para festival of Poornathrayeesa Temple and another site under the jurisdiction of the
Thrippunithura Palace Board, are also included in the project-affected area.

6.7 Administrative Organizations
No organizations are affected by the proposed land acquisition.

6.8 Political organizations

No political organizations are affected by the proposed land acquisition.

6.9 Community based civic organizations
No community based civic organizations are affected by the project.
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CHAPTER 7
SOCIAL IMPACT MANAGEMENT

7. 1 Approach to mitigating social impact

According to the Right to Fair Compensation and Transparency in Land Acquisition, Rehabilitation and
Resettlement Act, 2013 on Land Acquisition, Social Impact Assessment Study and Social Impact
Management Plan are mandatory for land acquisition process. The prime objectives of the SIA study is
to understand the nature and the characteristics of the project, to identify the potential positive and
negative impacts of the land acquisition, to devise a plan to mitigate the adverse effects and to maximize
the social benefits generated by the project. The proposed project is the reconstruction of the iron bridge
situated across the Thattappillikkattupuzha in Poonithura and Nadama villages of Kanayannur Taluk,
Ernakulam District.
As part of preparing the Social Impact Assessment report and the Social Impact Management Plan for
the land acquisition related to the construction project, the study team collected information from
project-affected families, landowners, and local representatives from the project area. The information
thus collected was scientifically analyzed, and a draft report of the Social Impact Assessment Study was
subsequently prepared. A public hearing was conducted on October 11, 2024, at 11:30 AM at the
conference hall of Classic Fort Hotel, near the Gandhi Square in Poonithura, to gather public opinion
regarding the reconstruction of the Iron Bridge. The affected individuals shared their opinions, concerns,
and doubts. The information gathered through this process was scientifically analyzed, and the final
report of the Social Impact Assessment study was subsequently prepared.

7.2 Measures to avoid mitigate and compensate impact

The following measures are suggested to mitigate the social impacts of land acquisition for the
reconstruction of the iron bridge across Thattappillikkattupuzha.

 Rehabilitation, Resettlement and Compensation procedures should be undertaken in accordance
with the Right to Fair Compensation and Transparency in Land Acquisition Rehabilitation and
Resettlement , Act 2013, the Kerala Rules made there under and the Notifications issued by the
Government from time to time.

 Complete the land acquisition process without delay and provide compensation to the affected
people as soon as possible.

 During both the construction phase and the implementation of the project, alternative arrangements
should be made to ensure that landowners do not lose access to their property.

7.3. Measures that are included in terms of Rehabilitation and Resettlement and
Compensation as outlined in the Act
Measures for providing compensation and Rehabilitation and Resettlement package as per the
RFCTLARR Act 2013 and the Policies issued by Revenue (B) Department, Government of Kerala vide
G.O.(MS)No.485/2015/RD dated 23/09/2015 and G.O.(Ms)No.448/2017/RD dated 29/12/2017 for the
rehabilitation and resettlement package for land acquisition in the state in lieu of RFCTLARR Act 2013
are applicable for the project of land acquisition for the reconstruction of the iron bridge across
Thattappillikkattupuzha.
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7.4 Procedures as stated by the Requisition Authority in the Plan Document in
respect of Compensation

An estimated amount of ₹12 crore has been allocated for the land acquisition associated with the
proposed project.

7.5 Changes in project design to mitigate the severity of the various impacts
identified in the social impact assessment

As part of the Social Impact Assessment study, the Social Impact Assessment Unit has understood,
based on the findings of the socio-economic survey and the public hearing, that the preferred option is to
construct a new bridge without demolishing the existing old iron bridge, which holds historical
significance. It is also recommended to propose a traffic route with restrictions on heavy vehicles in
order to avoid traffic congestion. Retaining the old bridge will help address the concern raised by the
public regarding the difficulties that elderly individuals and pedestrians might face in reaching the
temple. The historic bridge will also be preserved. Considering the increasing population density and the
rise in vehicular traffic, the construction of a new bridge falls within the scope of necessity. The
feasibility of an alternative route should also be examined prior to the implementation of the project.

7.6 Detailed plan for impact mitigation by including each step and schedule

In light of the Right to Fair Compensation, Transparency in Land Acquisition, Rehabilitation, and
Resettlement Act, 2013, steps should be taken as per the policy for the rehabilitation and resettlement
package for land acquisition in Kerala, as outlined in the notification G.O (Ms) No.448/2017/RD issued
by the Kerala Government Revenue Department on 29/12/2017. Additionally, the timeline prescribed in
the Kerala Right to Fair Compensation, Transparency in Land Acquisition, Rehabilitation, and
Resettlement Rules, 2015, should be strictly followed to minimize the social impact of the proposed
land acquisition.

Table 7.1 Social Impact Mitigation Plan
1 Loss of land Provide compensation as per

the First Schedule of the
RFCTLARR Act, 2013, and
the policies of the
Government of Kerala.

Timeline as per RFCTLARR
Act, 2013 for Right to Fair
Compensation,
Transparency, Rehabilitation
and Resettlement in Kerala
Land Acquisition2 Loss of ancillary assets

attached to the property,
including buildings.

Provide compensation as per
the First Schedule of the
RFCTLARR Act, 2013, and
the policies of the
Government of Kerala.

3 Obstruction of access For families whose access to
their properties is obstructed
due to the project, alternative
arrangements should be made
to ensure direct access from
the road to their land.

Take action at the
construction stage itself.

4 Traffic disruptions and issues
related to waste generation
during the construction period

The project implementing
agency should implement the
measures.

Take action at the
construction stage itself.
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5 The loss of income due to the
removal of trees

 Provide compensation for
fruit-bearing trees in
accordance with the Kerala
State Government policies
under the RFCTLARR Act,
2013.

 Consider the possibilities
of planting saplings to
replace the trees being
removed.

Timeline as per RFCTLARR
Act, 2013 for Right to Fair
Compensation,
Transparency, Rehabilitation
and Resettlement in Kerala
Land Acquisition

7.7 Social impact management planning that the requisition authority has promised
to do or will not do, but has not done.
Not Applicable
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CHAPTER 8
SOCIAL IMPACT MANAGEMENT PLAN

INSTITUTIONAL FRAMEWORK
8.1 Institutional systems and designated persons

The Right to Fair Compensation, Transparency, Rehabilitation and Resettlement in Land Acquisition
Act, 2013, the Kerala RFCTLARR Rules, 2015, and notifications issued by the Government from time
to time, envisage the institutional structures and the key person responsible for implementing the
mitigation measures.

The RFCTLARR Act, 2013 defines an administrator appointed by the State Government to be
responsible for preparing a rehabilitation and resettlement plan for the affected families of land
acquisition. The formulation, implementation and monitoring of the rehabilitation and resettlement plan
shall be vested in the Administrator, subject to the supervision, directions and control of the appropriate
Government and the Commissioner of rehabilitation. The administrator appointed for land acquisition
for the reconstruction of the Iron Bridge project across Thattappillikkattupuzha is the Ernakulam
District Collector.

Section 45 of the RFCTLARR Act, 2013 and Rule 23 of the Kerala RFCTLARR Rules, 2015
recommend the formation of a Rehabilitation and Resettlement Committee at the project level for the
supervision and evaluation of rehabilitation and resettlement projects. As per the Kerala State Policy
G.O.(MS) No.485/2015 RD issued on 23/09/2015, for compensation and transparency in land
acquisition, the following members are responsible for monitoring the rehabilitation and resettlement
activities at the district level:

 District Collector

 Rehabilitation and Resettlement Authority

 Land Acquisition Authority

 Finance Officer

 Representative of the Requisition Authority for making financial decisions

 Representatives of local self-governing bodies

8.2 Describe the involvement of non-governmental organizations
Not applicable

8.3. Schedule for each activity

Each activity will be in accordance with the timeline prescribed by the Right to Fair Compensation,
Transparency, Rehabilitation and Resettlement in Kerala Land Acquisition Rules, 2015.
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CHAPTER 9
SOCIAL IMPACT MANAGEMENT PLAN BUDGET AND

FINANCING OF MITIGATION PLAN

9.1 Costs of all resettlement and rehabilitation costs

An amount of 12 crore rupees has been estimated for the land acquisition of the project.

9.2 Annual budget and plan of action

The administrator assigned to the proposed land acquisition is responsible for preparing the annual
budget and plan of action.

9.3 Funding sources with breakup

This project is being implemented with financial assistance from the Government of Kerala.
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CHAPTER 10
SOCIAL IMPACT MANAGEMENT PLAN MONITORING

AND EVALUATION
10.1 Monitoring and Evaluation - Key Indicators

The key indicators for the current land acquisition are as follows:

 Time taken to prepare and approve the rehabilitation and resettlement scheme
 Timely disbursement of compensation to the project-affected families.
 Activities in accordance with the mitigation measures outlined in the Social Impact Management

Plan.

10.2 Reporting mechanisms and Monitoring Roles

Reporting mechanisms and monitoring roles will be in accordance with the Rules stated in the Kerala
Right to Fair Compensation and Transparency in Land Acquisition, Rehabilitation, and Resettlement
Rules, 2015.

10.3 Plan for Independent Evaluation

No independent evaluation is envisaged. The process will be evaluated by officials as mandated by
RFCTLARR Act, 2013.
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CHAPTER 11
ANALYSIS OF COSTS AND BENEFITS AND
RECOMMENDATION ON ACQUISITION

11.1 Final conclusions on assessment of public purpose, less displacing alternatives,
minimum requirements of land, the nature and intensity of social impacts, and
viable mitigation measures will address costs.

The development of basic infrastructure such as roads and bridges plays a crucial role in the economic
and social growth of a country. Safe and hassle-free transportation routes contribute significantly to the
progress of a community and the improvement of its quality of life. Thrippunithura is a prominent town
in the Ernakulam district. This town is vibrant and culturally rich, actively preserving and celebrating its
heritage. The land is being acquired for the reconstruction of the iron bridge that spans across
Thattappillikkattupuzha, which is considered a heritage landmark of Thrippunithura town. Currently, the
total length of the bridge is 60 meters and the total width is 7 meters. Approximately 60 cents of land
will need to be acquired for this project. The iron bridge is located on the Panamkutty Deviation Road
across the Thattappillikkattupuzha (Poorna River) connecting Thrippunithura and Thrikkakara
constituencies in Ernakulam district. As the iron bridge is in a dangerous condition, currently only
small vehicles are allowed to pass through it. A new bridge is needed to avoid traffic congestion and
make the bridge accessible to everyone. As per Section 2(1)(b)(i) of the Right to Fair Compensation and
Transparency in Land Acquisition, Rehabilitation, and Resettlement Act, 2013, the reconstruction of the
iron bridge across Thattappillikkattupuzha, located in the villages of Poonithura and Nadama in
Kanayannur Taluk, falls under the purview of public purpose.
For the proposed project, land belonging to individuals from 19 survey numbers is being acquired. This
includes land owned by the palace authorities. The study team recommends mitigating the impact of the
project by adhering to the Right to Fair Compensation and Transparency in Land Acquisition,
Rehabilitation, and Resettlement Act, 2013, completing the land acquisition process without delay,
providing compensation for houses and felled trees to the affected parties as quickly as possible, and
offering alternative arrangements for families whose access to property is obstructed by the project.

11.2 The above analysis will use the equity the principle as a framework of analysis
for presenting a final recommendation on whether the acquisition should go
through or not.
The land is being acquired for the reconstruction of the iron bridge across Thattappillikkattupuzha,
located in the villages of Poonithura and Nadama in Kanayannur Taluk. Approximately 60 cents of land
will be acquired for this project. There are currently two parallel bridges in place. Only the road at the
site intended for reconstruction will have its width increased. As a result, there may be blockages on
smaller roads. For the elderly, the distance to the temple will increase. Additionally, the iron bridge
holds significant historical importance. At the same time, the public had also raised the demand for a
new bridge. In response to this, the PWD introduced this project. Once the proposed project is
implemented, it will help improve the convenience of the residents of Poonithura and Nadama villages
in Kanayannur Taluk. With the construction of the approach road, people in the area will have direct
access to Thrippunithura and Ernakulam town, as well as to hospitals. The gazette notification states that
the project is for the reconstruction of the iron bridge. However, in practice, the project involves the
complete removal of the old bridge and the construction of a new bridge along a new alignment.
Considering the historical significance of the iron bridge, it is suggested that the existing bridge be
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preserved in a walkable condition while a new bridge is constructed.As part of the Social Impact
Assessment study and based on the insights gathered from the public hearing, it was understood that the
public prefers constructing a new bridge without demolishing the existing iron bridge, which holds
historical significance. It is also suggested that a traffic route be proposed with restrictions for heavy
vehicles to avoid traffic congestion. Retaining the old bridge will address concerns raised by the public,
especially the elderly and pedestrians, who would otherwise face difficulties in accessing the temple.
This will also ensure the preservation of the historically significant bridge. Given the increasing
population and vehicle density, the new bridge falls within the scope of necessity. Before implementing
the project, the feasibility of alternative routes should also be examined.

Social Impact Assessment Study

Reconstruction of the iron bridge across Thattappillikkattupuzha in the villages of Poonithura
and Nadama in Kanayannur Taluk

Public Hearing-11/10/2024

A public hearing related to the reconstruction of the iron bridge across Thattappillikkattupuzha in the
villages of Poonithura and Nadama in Kanayannur Taluk was held on October 11, 2024, at 11:30 AM at
the Conference Hall of Classic Fort Hotel near the Gandhi Statue in Poonithura, to gather public
opinion.In the public hearing, organized by the Social Impact Assessment Study Unit, Research
Associate Dr. L. Arya Chandran delivered the welcome address. The meeting was presided over by Dr.
Shailaja, Poonithura Ward Councillor. The iron bridge across Thattappillikkattupuzha is considered a
heritage landmark of Thrippunithura town. Following this, field staff Ms. Ajitha P P presented the draft
report. Ms. Sony Baby, Special Tahsildar (LA), Vyttila, provided a detailed explanation regarding the
land acquisition procedures. Elected representative Ms. Radhika Varma, Councillor of Nadama Village,
discussed the project. Subsequently, the project-affected parties shared their opinions, concerns, and
queries. The session concluded with a vote of thanks delivered by Mr. Dibin Davis, Field Staff. The
responses from the authorities to the concerns and complaints raised during the public hearing are
included in Annexure 7 and 8.
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Public Hearing – Photographs



ANNEXURE

Annexure 1. Gazette Notification
Annexure 2. Data Collection Questionnaire
Annexure 3. Newspaper Notification on Public Hearing (Deepika)
Annexure 4. Newspaper Notification on Public Hearing (Veekshanam)
Annexure 5. List of Participants in the Public Hearing
Annexure 6. Concerns/Complaints of Participants in the Public Hearing
Annexure 7. Responses received from the Requisition Authority to the concerns/complaints of the

participants in the Public Hearing
Annexure 8. Responses received from the Land Acquisition Authority to the concerns/complaints of the

participants in the Public Hearing
Annexure 9. Response of the Social Impact Assessment Unit to the concerns/complaints of the

participants in the Public Hearing
Annexure 10. Government of Kerala-Policy for Compensation and Transparency in Land Acquisition

of Revenue Department, 2015
Annexure 11. Rehabilitation and Resettlement Package for Land Acquisition in the State of Kerala,

2017, issued by the Revenue (B) Department, Government of Kerala
Annexure 12. Details of Project Affected Families
Annexure 13. PWD Estimate Report, Investigation Report-(Page 9,10,11,16)
Annexure 14. Stone Alignment Plan of Land Acquisition































































































































































LIST OF PROJECT AFFECTED PARTIES

SI.NO NAME AND ADDRESS SURVEY NO. IMPACTS
1. Government Owned Land

(Road)
30 Land

2. Palace Board 31 Land
3. M G Menon

Ambara
Ambadi
Poonithura

1402/4 Compound Wall, Gate

4. A D Ramesh
Ambadiparambil
Poonithura

1402/4-14 Water tank, Well,
Compound Wall, Gate,
Shed, The house will
be partially acquired-
uninhabitable, Teak-1,
Banana Tree-3

5. Unnikrishnan
Ambadiparambil
Poonithura

1402/4-30,
1402/4-26

Toilet, Septic tank,
Bore well, Compound
wall, Gate, Shop,
Income from the rented
shop is lost

6. Shoba Menon
PRRA 75
Poonithura

1346/4-9 Compound Wall, Gate

7. K Sivan
Saranya Nivas
Poonithura

1402/4-37 Water tank, House

8. Satheeshan R
50/996
Poornathrayeesa Road
Poonithura

1402/4-17 Gate, Water tank,
Mango tree-1,
Arecanut-2

9. Venu
Vallathuparambil
Poonithura

1402/4-25 Shop, three-fourths of
the house will be
acquired

10. Thara Venugopal
Puthanmadam

1402/4-21 Compound Wall

11. A L Raju
Ambadiparambil
Poonithura

1402/4 3-rooms, The house
will be partially
acquired

12. Joseph M V
Muzhankal
Poonithura

1402/1, 1402/4-
22

Toilet, Septic tank,
Water tank, Compound
wall, Gate, The house
is fully affected.

13. Babu K C
Kottappurath
Poonithura

1402/4-23 Workshop, Water tank,
Loss of pipe
connection , When the
staircase is lost, access
to the house will be
blocked, and it become
uninhabitable



14. Pramod
Kakkana

1402/4-6 Land, Coconut Tree

15. Eliyamma Varghese 1402/4, 1347/5 2-Compound wall, 2-
Gate, 3-Coconut Tree,
2-Jack Tree, 1-
Arecanut

16. M V Joy
Mulakkara
Vijo Bhavan
Poonithura

1347/5-3 Compound wall, Gate,
Sun Shade, Cedar- 1

17. Unnikrishnan
Piyush

1346/4 Car shed, Compound
wall

18. A M Venugopal
Sai Jyothi
Poonithura

1346/4 Compound wall, Gate,
Coconut Tree-2

19. Rama
Aruvi

1346/4 Land, Compound wall,
Gate

20. Rugmini Sreenivasa Pai,
Chandramathi S, Vimal V,
Ujwal U Pai,
Ambadiparambil
Poonithura

1402/4-28 House, Land
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